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TURKEY WALK / TRICKY
CUSTOMER -1/ FREE / SPLIT

/ KPT/ SOLITUDE CITY / LOST
AND FOUND / CARIIVE -1 /
BICICLETTA -2 / ACHILLES. 67:35

Colen, ss, ts; Ge Bijvoet, p; Wiro
Mahieu, b; Yonga Sun, d, perc,
kalimba; Mark Alban Lotz, flt
-1; Wim Bronnenberg, g -2. Jan
26&27, 2009,

Hilversum, Netherlands.
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ruminative lyricism, a floating,
open, harmonic sense, and
percussive phrasing. He moves
freely around the registers of
the keyboard, deftly weaving
a web-like counterpoint with
the two bassists. Lane and
Bisio respond with darkly rich
orchestrations, moving from
flowing arco to burly attack.
There is a constant feeling of
shifting field and focus as lines
float across each other, con-
verge in various combinations,
and then move off again. While
this is a common enough tact in
group improvisation, the instru-
mentation here provides a fresh
take on the approach.

Michael Rosenstein

From the jaunty, two-beat humor of “Turkey Walk” that opens
the album to the high seriousness of “Achilles” that closes it,
the Dutch saxophonist/composer Ad Colen’s music exhibits many
moods. There is also the contrast between the funky “Carjive” and
dancing “Bicicletta” on the one hand, with the moody soprano-pia-
no duet “Lost and Found” and pensive, folkish “Free” on the other.
Colen composed or co-wrote all of them but one and his techniques
are as varied as his moods. Straight-ahead four-four swing alter-
nates with odd mixed meters. Simple forms alternate with more
complex ones. Colen adds flute to the quartet on two tracks and
guitar on another to vary the overall sound.

Whatever the ambiance, the music is well-conceived and inter-
esting and the improvisations top quality. Colen plays swinging
tenor in a somewhat Rollinsesque manner (his soprano is generally
reserved for the more pensive tracks) and his colleagues operate in
amode and at a level consistent with his own.

Ad Colen is an experienced performer whose previous CDs have
received positive reviews. This one should also.

David Franklin
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